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Based on well documented success by 
mexican beetle, Zygogramma bicolorate 
Pallister (Coleoptera : Chrysomelidae) in 
other countries, it was imported in 1982 
from Mexico to India. Detailed host-
specificity tests under quarantine 
conditions confirmed the safety of Z. 
bicolorata to cultivated crops in the 
country. This beetle has been found 
effective to control Parthenium in 
different parts of the country.

Beetles are of white or light reddish in 
colour with dark brown longitudinal 
markings on the elytra, measuring about 
6 mm in length. Light yellow eggs are laid 
generally on ventral side of the leaves and hatch in 4-7 
days. The beetle completes its life-cycle in 22-32 days. 
Insect completes 5-6 generations under 
filed conditions in a year.

Both adults and larvae are capable to 
feed on Parthenium. By continuous 
feeding on Parthenium, it gradually kills 
the weed. newly-emerged plants are very 
vulnerable to the attack of grubs and 
adults.

Parthenium can also be managed by competitive plants like 
Senna tora, Senna sericea, Tephrosia purpurea, 
Achyranthes aspera etc. But among these Senna tora or S. 
sericea are widely used to replace Parthenium. The seeds of 
Senna can be collected during October-November and 
should be broadcasted in March-April before monsoon on 
the pre-determined areas to be replaced.
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Parthenium also infests all type of crops, 
orchards, plantations and forests. It severely reduces 
the crop productivity besides loss to biodiversity and 
environment.

Farmers should take fast growing crops like 
sorghum, barseem and daincha subania to suppress 
the growth of Parthenium in their field.

     Parthenium in non-cropped 
areas can be controlled by use of

Parthenium hysterophorus, 
commonly known as carrot weed, 
white top or congress grass in 
India, is a herbaceous, erect and 
annual plant belonging to the family 
Asteracae (composite). It is most 
popularly known as gajar ghas 
(carrot grass) due to its appearance 
like a carrot plant. The origin 
of Parthenium is considered to 
be Mexico. After noticeable 
occurrence of Parthenium in Pune 
(Maharashtra) 
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